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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 
It is with great pleasure I present to you my annual report on the operations of our club from 30 May 
2008 to 30 May 2009. 
 
There were many successful fund-raising and “fun-raising” events conducted.  
 
These ranged from the funding stand-outs of the Golf Day, the Duck Race, Family Fun Day, to the 
smaller participation events Nadoc Day, Clean-up Australia, Bunning’s BBQs, Morrison’s Christmas 
Vacation Dinner, Free Spirit’s (free spirit) cruises, Belmont Wine Exchange, Progressive Republican 
Dinner, the camp camping weekends with the boys, and countless other hilarious times. 
 
Through it all, our club kept its unmistakable good humour spiced with a quick retort for anyone foolish 
enough to tell our club what it can and cannot do. 
 
That is our reputation among other Rotary Clubs and it is a tradition we need to maintain.  It helps make 
us unique and enjoyable as most visitors to our breakfast meetings readily admit. 
 
There are not that many jobs a President has, provided he or she can delegate.  Mercifully my 
delegations although not always welcomed, were largely performed.  So I am obliged to thank all of my 
bored Board especially Jim, my Vice-president, who skillfully avoided most of my attempts at delegation 
by passing it on to others he claimed were much better equipped and thus saving my bacon as the 
original dodger.  
 
Ultimately your President escaped after Christmas on a 4 week cruise on the Queen Victoria only to find 
another Rotary Club where I dutifully attended more meetings.  When I returned my Club had unilaterally 
moved its venue, outlawed fines, introduced pay as you go breakfasts (with cappuccinos) by the beach. 
If I was on holiday, then so was my Club. 
 
Fortunately sanity returned when Joe (the incoming President) also returned from an extensive caravan 
trip with Sharon (the omnipotent Treasurer) enforcing fiscal realism.  Our Treasurer, Sharon, has 
prepared a summary of extensive donations and projects our enthusiastic Club has been able to support 
in her report.  
 
This demonstrates that all our fun has had a serious purpose – to help our local community as well as 
other communities and spirited individuals improve their future. 
 
The usual teenage blues emerged from our exchange students with host parents demanding counselling 
for themselves as well as the “tourists.”  But that is the fun of being in Rotary.  We have plenty to talk 
about in our Club.  For a small membership we get a lot said and, also done. 
 
My best wishes go to the new Board.  May they continue the traditions and swell our ranks with more 
members and keep a lid on those outspoken ones with the tact and decisiveness only an absentee 
president can give. 
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TREASUER’S REPORT 
 
 
FOR THE YEAR 1/5/2008 TO 15/5/2009 
 
This year we started off with the Forster Keys Family Fun Day, followed by the Charity Golf Day and then 
the Duck Race and in between a Bunning’s BBQ Day.  The Family Fun Day proved to be a success 
once again this year though the event was better organised, the expenses were doubled in a lot of things 
so therefore even though we had an increase in profit it could have been a better result.  This was 
something that we had no control over. 
 
The Golf day was a success again, largely due to the enormous effort Brian and Di Ferguson put in 
getting sponsorships and teams.  Our Duck race was the best ever with all the Corporate and Public 
Duck Race tickets being sold and once again a big thanks to Brian and Di. 
 
The Paver's Project is up and running and orders are starting to come in, so we will be soon doing some 
laying of pavers this year. 
 
Donations  
 
Paver's project - for purchase of plain pavers = $1492.20 
G/L College Tuncurry Campus - Vanuatu Exchange = $250.00 
Science and Engineering Challenge = $100.00 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter = $200.00 
Rural Fire Service = $200.00 
Kade Denton - RYAG Beef = $150.00 
ARHRF Youth Depression = $50.00 
Forster Keys Progress Association = $2997.43 
Cape Hawke Surf Lifesaving Club = $1900.00 
Forster Surf Life saving Club = $1900.00 
Breast Cancer Support Group = $100.00 
Tuncurry Senior Campus - Award medallions = $152.72 
District 9650 - Bushfire appeal = $1200.00 
Forster Girl Guides = $800.00 
F/T Scouts = $800.00 
Rural Fire Service = $200.00 
 
Total $12492.35  
 
The Project Account has been left with a balance of $3356.43 to fund some projects in the next financial 
year.  The Paver's Account has a balance of $2213.65 which will be used to start the project in the next 
financial year. 
 
The Family fun day will no longer be supported by us due to circumstances beyond our control.  This 
year has been our best year for donations and we keep on increasing, however with us no longer 
supporting the Family Fun day it is expected to lower our donations next year. 
 
Once again, I will be Treasurer for President Joe.  I hope we can have a good working relationship. 
 
Sharon Gauci 
Treasurer
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CLUB SERVICE REPORT  
 

Membership  
 
Our membership remained stabled with the induction of new member Deborah Gordon, who has already 
made her mark on the club, literally by designing the logo for our club shirts.  Unfortunately we lost 
Charter member, Bob Aplin due to work commitments.  Having to be at Gloucester at 8am on Tuesday 
mornings makes it impossible to commit to meetings.  However, Bob still remains one our best Duck 
Race ticket sellers. 
 
Attendance  
 
This year, our attendance record was exceptional, with 9 members attaining the 100% record.  We are 
still ranked in the top three in the district for attendance for the year.  Congratulations to Ken and Ann 
Morrison, Joe and Sharon Gauci, Fran Ballard, Brian Ferguson, Robyn Garland, Dee Hardinge and 
Laurie Hagan that achieved their 100% 
 
Guest Speakers  
 
We had a few but varied guest speakers, this year with Eliza Satchell, Great Lakes Mentoring Project, 
Ros Lovell, a Police Domestic Violence Officer, Kade Denton, RYAG Dairy, Fran Ballard on the Vanuatu 
Exchange, our returned outbound Exchange Student, Jake Lee about his fabulous year in Austria.  We 
also had Valerie Courtois, our inbound Exchange Student, describing her life in Belgium, Jake 
Alexander, Rachael Accar, Nat Ladgater, Janie Levy and Jesse Poole about their exchange trip to 
Tanna, Vanuatu and who could forget Heather Kelly from the Great Lakes Breast Cancer Support Group 
and her moving story.  We also had District Governor, Ken Hall, Assistant DG Ken Raison and Greg 
Gilbert, Forster Tuncurry Scouts, Brian Jones, representing Forster Girl Guides and Bob Berriman from 
the Rural Fire Service. 
 
Friendship Exchange  
 
This year we saw the return visit to the Belmont Club on the 21 to 23 November.  Friday night we had 
dinner with our hosts and then on the Saturday we were bussed around the Vineyards, with a few 
necessary stops for refreshments and then to Historic Morpeth.  On the Saturday night, the weather 
turned very nasty and dinner was held at Belmont Sailing Club.  Sunday morning we woke to very cold 
conditions, about 7 degrees with a wind chill factor of -15 (it felt like that), so our breakfast by the lake 
turned into breakfast at McDonalds.  But the highlight of the weekend was the croquet competition 
between the two clubs which was extremely funny and our laughter kept us warm.  We did not win the 
trophy, but look forward to a return competition in the future. 
 
Fellowship  
 
Our club can be very proud of the fellowship that we enjoy at our meetings, which visiting Rotarians 
describe as unique and fun.  The fellowship after club events is enjoyed by all.  We had a few meetings 
by the sea at the Beach Bums Kiosk due to motel where we meet being busy during the summer.  But oh 
what a meeting place we can boast about.  The divine Christmas breakfast on the Free Spirit cruising on 
Wallis Lake with the giving of secret santa gifts, how wonderful!  We also enjoyed a special dinner with 
Valerie's parents Stephane and Annette with her Aunty Abby on the Free Spirit.  Our Christmas party 
was held at Ken and Anne's new house, by the pool with one of the best views of south Forster with Ken, 
Ann and Deborah doing the delicious catering.  We also enjoyed a few wines and a few members 
expressing their knowledge (or lack of it) on how to run the country, the world and everything else in 
between. 
 
Welfare  
 
Di Ferguson saw to our clubs welfare needs ensuring those that were indisposed were attended to and 
keeping the club informed about their progress, while Dee Hardinge ensured that everyone’s birthday 
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was remembered with their own personal birthday cake.  Unfortunately, Di is on our welfare list at the 
moment and we wish her a speedy recovery. 
 
Newsletter  
 
Over the past couple of years, our newsletter has gone from strength to strength with many clubs 
copying our example.  This has all been due to Ken and Ann Morrison's innovative ideas and hard work. 
The website page is easy to navigate and even more user friendly now.  However, Ann indicated at a 
meeting that she did not wish to carry on with the newsletter anymore.  So we are on the search for 
someone to continue with the newsletter now all the hardwork has been done. 
 
Australia Day  
 
This year our member, Brian Ferguson, was nominated for "Citizen of the Year" and the group of 
students that went to Tanna in Vanuatu were nominated "Junior Citizens of the Year".  Unfortunately, 
neither was successful but it was good for our club to be recognised with these nominees. 
 
Summary  
 
Congratulations to President Laurie for an interesting and fun filled year.  I am now swapping tasks with 
Laurie to become President and Laurie Club Service Director.  I hope that I can rely on the clubs support 
during my year as President which I really look forward to. 
 
Joe Gauci  
Club Service Director 
 

YOUTH SERVICES 
 
This year our club sponsored Kade Denton to attend the week long Dairy Camp held in Wingham.  Kade 
was very keen about the camp and had not stopped talking about his experiences since attending!  His 
report was entertaining too.  Samara Clark was our entrant in the Regional Rotary Public Speaking 
Competition.  She spoke about the idea of ‘paying it forward’ and emphasised how we could all help 
some one in need just with a small donation.  Samara spoke with confidence and flair but had some very 
good opponents.  We were very pleased with her speech.   
 

 
 

 
 
Isaac Laurence is in New Zealand at present as our short term exchange student.  He is currently 
studying year 10 and is enjoying his stay in Wellington with a family of boys.  Jade Alexander, a member 
of the Leadership Group called the STC at Great Lakes College received the Young Citizen of the Year 
2009 award for our region for supporting local and overseas fundraising programs and demonstrating 
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leadership amongst her peers.  Jade was also an integral member of our cultural exchange tour to 
Tanna.   
 

 
 
One of the most exciting programs that our club sponsored was the Cultural and Educational Exchange 
Tour of Tanna Island in Vanuatu last July.  Eight students from Great Lakes College Year 10 as well as 
three teachers were hosted by a local village for twelve days.  Tuncurry 7-10 Campus supported this 
Cultural and Educational Exchange by fundraising for goods to be taken with the group overseas as gifts 
to the village and the schools.  Most of the goods were literacy kits.  The students gained much more 
than we had anticipated and are very keen to return to Tanna when they complete year 12.  We were 
welcomed into the village homes as though we were family.  The school children also were so pleased to 
meet us and enjoyed sharing their cultural knowledge with us. 
 
Each day was a new experience, meeting teachers, students, family and friends, learning how to weave 
baskets and make tools, plant marrow in the vegetable plot, sing and perform dances, wash our clothes 
in the fresh water springs and swim in the cool blue pools.  The local Tanna Boys Band gave us a 
farewell performance and the school provided a feast on our last day with them.   
 
Gifts were abundant and much crying too as our trip was nearly over.  The people of Irunaipe Village 
were exceptionally warm and generous and appreciated our time spent with them.   
 
Since our visit the students have kept in contact with the village and now have organised sponsorship 
four teachers and two students to visit Australia in August.  This is very exciting for our school, our club, 
and our local community.  It is a positive outcome of our trip last July and is such a great opportunity for 
the students to strengthen relationships abroad.  
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Science and Engineering Challenge 
 
This year the Science and Engineering Challenge was held over three days with the Primary schools 
from Barrington to Forster and south to Bulahdelah attending.  The young students were given the same 
tasks to complete as the high school students and they accomplished them with the aid of year 11 
students from Taree and Chatham High.  

 
 

The members of the Rotary Club of Taree North supplied over 600 people with lunch over the three 
days, with sausage sandwiches, fruit and drinks.  Thursday saw the high school students test their skills, 
with Wingham High coming out on top.  All students were well behaved and most could not be kept away 
from working on their activity during their lunch break.  Overall, another successful week was achieved.  
 
The Challenge dinner was held on the Wednesday Night with guest speakers from the University and 
Students who in the past have taken part in the Australian Challenge.  They were very interesting to 
listen too.  The table activity we see Rotary Clubs competing against each other was won by The Rotary 
Club of Forster on Wallis.  While we have come very close in previous years, this is the first time we 
have actually won it.  Many thanks to our engineer Peter Mannow for coming up with the design.  Peter 
is known as the owner/captain of the Free Spirit but in his former life he was an engineer.  It does help to 
have a female exchange student who can ‘butter up’ the MC. 
 
Fran Ballard 
Youth Director 
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International Report 
 
Youth Exchange 
 
Youth exchange students dominated the International involvement of the Club in 2009.  Unlike our brief 
but disastrous encounter with a certain student from Russia the previous year, our experiences this year 
have gone a long way to restoring our faith.  
 
Firstly, Jake Lee continued his very successful long term youth exchange (YEP) to Austria where he was 
held in very high regard by his hosts and peers alike.  Jake obviously made the most of his opportunities 
and kept us all entertained with his many e-mails.  Since his return in February, Jake has been only too 
happy to share his experiences and promote the benefits of youth exchange to anyone willing to listen. 

               
 

July 2008 saw the arrival of Mademoiselle Valerié Courtois from Belgium as our inbound YEP student. 
What a delightful young lady she has proven to be.  Valerié is a warm, friendly and mature young woman 
who has blossomed over the past twelve months.  Like Jake, Valerié has taken full advantage of every 
opportunity that has come her way.  
 
Club members also had the opportunity to meet Valerié’s charming parents, Stephane and Annette, 
along with her aunty Abby when they visited Forster in April.  Valerié is very close to her family and it 
was great to be able to put a face to people we had heard so much about during her stay. 
 
Teachers from Tanna 
 
Although this project will not come to fruition until the 2009-2010 Rotary year, much of the considerable 
organisation and fund raising is already complete.  
 
Fran Ballard has continued her close relationship with the people of Tanna in Vanuatu by making it 
possible for four teachers from schools on the island to visit Forster in August 2009.  This will be the first 
overseas adventure for each of the four individuals involved and the plan is to give them a wide range of 
exposure to our culture and the local primary schools.   
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The project is in response to a request made to Fran during her very successful visit to Tanna with a 
group of Year 10 students from Great Lakes College.  It is the first project of this nature to be organised 
in our district.  It is only possible due to the relationships that have evolved over time through close 
contact between Rotary and the people at Irunipe village. 
 
Ken Morrison 
International Service Director 

 
Community Service Report 
The Annual Duck Race 

The 2009 Duck Race was a great success, both from a financial and event management perspective. 

For the very first time all the tickets in both the Corporate Duck Race and the Charity Duck Race were 
sold. This must be very encouraging for all those concerned in the organisation of the event after the 
disappointing fund raising outcome in 2008. 

The sponsored organisations for 2009 Charity Duck Race were the local Scouts and Guides who each 
received a cheque for $800.  A further $200 went to the local branch of the Rural Fire Service in 
recognition of their invaluable assistance in running the event on the day.  
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Jim presenting a cheque to Greg Gilbert representing the Scouts. 

The proceeds from the Corporate Duck Race will enable the Club to once again sponsor several local 
students to attend Rotary Youth in Agriculture (RYAG) camps over the coming year.  The RYAG camps 
have become very popular and fit comfortably with the Club's focus on providing local youth with 
opportunities they may not otherwise enjoy. 

Charity Golf Day 

If the reaction of the players and sponsors on the day was anything to go by, then the 6th annual Charity 
Golf Day can be considered a great success. 

The conditions were very pleasant for golf and the course was in great condition.  There were some very 
good scores, but it was the team from First National Real Estate Tuncurry that returned the best scratch 
round of the day.  However, after the Callaway Handicap system was applied to all the teams, Oxley 
Insurance Brokers came out on top, followed by Keiran's Krusaders (form the SLSC) and last year's 
winners B & J McNamara.  You can find a full list of results on the Charity Golf Day page on the club 
Web site. 

 
Oxley Insurance Brokers at the presentation 

There were 19 teams ready to hit off at 8:00 and the last team finished at about 12:30.  From an 
organisational viewpoint, everything went off almost without a hitch.  The "aid" stations were very popular 
and well patronised.  Most players stayed around for the presentation and there was a very good 
atmosphere in the club house while the results were tallied.  
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We anticipated that the sponsorship would be down a little on last year due to the difficult economic 
times in town and this proved to be the case.  However, the Forster and Cape Hawke Surf Life Saving 
Clubs stilled benefited to the tune of $1500 each toward their Nipper programs. 

It appears that the event is becoming a popular fixture on the local golf scene and although sponsorship 
was down, the number of teams was up on 2007.  Unfortunately, the date clashed with the local Rugby 
League Grand Final, which cost us up to 4 teams.  

The whole event was a great credit to everyone involved. 

Clean Up Australia Day 

Either people are not dumping as much rubbish or we have made some big inroads into the amount of 
old rubbish found in the Janie's Corner area over the years. 

Although we had a much smaller number of workers (10 in total) this year than in the past, we were able 
to cover the same area in about the same amount of time.  There appeared to be considerably less 
rubbish, particularly in the usual trouble spots along the road.  Even the beach and the notorious hill 
were much cleaner than in previous years. 

I suppose 10 bags of rubbish, 7 bags of recyclable materials (new this year), about 15 car wheels, a boat 
trailer and some brick building piers is still far too much, but any improvement is a good sign.  There 
were none of the really unusual finds of past years.  However, James Mannow, who was backing up for 
a second day, found an unopened safe in Wallis Lake on Saturday. 

One very big improvement this year was the supply of yellow safety vests.  Not only did they provide 
extra visibility while working on the road, but they also let everybody know what we were doing.  One of 
the local fisherman gathered enough plastic bags to half fill a rubbish bag while waiting for his mate to 
pack up as soon as he saw what we were doing. 

We finished an enjoyable morning with coffee at Paradise Marina. 

The Family Fun Day 

The 2008 Family Fun Day at Forster Keys was once again well supported by the people of the Great 
Lakes and all those members involved can be proud of the important contribution they made to the 
success of this event. 

However, in the lead up to this year’s event, our Club became increasingly concerned about the direction 
the event organisers were taking and the agenda of some of the key participants.  

The Club honoured its commitment to the 2008 event, but decided to withdraw our support for 2009 and 
beyond to concentrate on other projects where the community as a whole will get a greater return from 
our limited resources. 

Breast Friends 

Deborah and Ken honoured a commitment to Heather Kelly from the Great Lakes Breast Cancer 
Support Group to develop and publish a “Breast Friends” Web site. 

Breast Friends is a self help Breast Cancer Support Group where the women of Great Lakes who have 
suffered from breast cancer can share their experiences in a confidential and safe environment.  

The Web site, which was launched in May 2009, enables Breast Friends to promote their services and 
share information with their members and the people of the Great Lakes and beyond. 

You can visit the Web site at www.breastfriends.org.au.  
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Smith’s Lake Project 

Nearly four years of commitment to the Smith’s Lake Multi-purpose Park project by our Club came to a 
successful conclusion in August 2008 when the then Mayor of Great Lakes, John Chadban (seen in the 
photo holding the plan with Brian Ferguson) announced that the project would finally proceed. 

 
The residents of Smith's Lake celebrate the official announcement of the 

Multipurpose Park 

Some of the local youngsters shown in the above photograph were not even born when this project first 
hit the drawing.  

Funding for the project is a combination of fund raising by the Smiths Lake Advisory Committee (SLRAC) 
in partnership with the Rotary Club of Forster on Wallis, local business donations, an election promise of 
a $200,000 grant which has been honoured by the current Federal Government, monies provided by 
Great Lakes Council and the NSW State Government. 

Victorian Bush Fire Appeal 

Peter Mannow auctioned a charter cruise on the Free Spirit and donated the $1200 raised to the District 
appeal for the victims of the bushfires in Victoria on Black Saturday. 

This is not the first time Peter has made a significant contribution to a major appeal after a natural 
disaster.  He made a similar but somewhat larger contribution to the victims of the tsunami in the 
Indonesian province of Aceh. 

I think Peter epitomises what Rotary should be all about.  He makes a very significant personal 
contribution whenever he can to a cause that he personally cares about.  He might keep a low profile, 
but his contributions are second to none. 


